
Counterfeit goods are products that are made to imitate
genuine, branded items, often with the intention of deceiving
consumers into believing they are buying authentic products. 

These goods are usually produced without the authorization or
knowledge of the brand owner, such as high-end luxury items
like handbags, watches, and clothing to everyday products.

Counterfeit Goods and
the Law in Ireland: 
What Happens to Those Selling Fake
Items?

What are the laws around this?

what happens when someone is caught selling
fake designer goods in Ireland? 

 what charges can they face?



Counterfeit goods are often sold at a lower price
point, making them attractive to consumers. 

However, these fake items often come with
significant risks, including poor quality, safety
hazards, and a lack of consumer protections.

Ireland, as a member of the European Union, follows EU
regulations regarding the sale and distribution of counterfeit
goods. 

The main laws governing counterfeit products in Ireland are:

The Trade Marks Act
1996: 

This provides protection for registered trademarks,
and it is illegal to sell goods that infringe upon these
marks. A trademark is a logo, brand name or slogan.

The European Union
Customs Regulations:

Customs authorities in Ireland have the power to
seize counterfeit products at the border. This
applies to both goods imported from outside the EU
and counterfeit items within the EU.

The Copyright and
Related Rights Act
2000:

This Act protects original works of authorship.
Counterfeit goods that reproduce copyrighted
designs, such as knock-off designer clothing or
pirated software, violate these rights.



Sellers of counterfeit goods may face fines, which
can vary depending on the value of the goods
involved and whether the offence is considered a
repeat or large-scale violation.

Under the Trade Marks Act, individuals
found guilty of selling counterfeit goods
can face up to 5 years in prison.

Seizure of 
goods 

The counterfeit goods themselves are
typically seized by the authorities. This can
result in financial losses for those involved
in selling counterfeit products.

Selling Fakes...

Selling counterfeit goods is illegal, and those
caught trafficking in fake designer products
face serious consequences, including:

FINES

imprisonment



What about the buyer?
In Ireland, buying counterfeit goods for personal use may
not carry the same severe penalties as selling or
distributing them, but it can still have legal consequences.

Here are the key potential penalties for individuals who
purchase counterfeit goods:

Seizure of goods: If you purchase counterfeit items
online or in person they may be confiscated, and you
may lose the money you paid for them. 

Fines: If someone is found to be knowingly purchasing
counterfeit goods with the intent to resell them, they
could face fines or other civil penalties.

BEWARE CONSUMERS!!!

Counterfeit goods are seized by
Revenue at the point of importation.



Have you ever purchased something
that may not be the real deal?
It is important to stay safe when you are shopping!

Buy from a trustworthy seller!
Check for a safety mark on the item!
Read all warnings!

Many people buy cheaper
versions of designer products
to save money, but this can end
up costing more if the items are
seized at border control.

Buying alternative skin care
products can also cause allergic
reactions. 

Save your money, avoid
counterfeit goods!


