
In recent years, there’s been a lot of talk about dog breeds and
the rules that apply to them, especially regarding XL Bullies. For
current and future owners in Ireland, it’s important to understand
the laws about these dogs. 
 
This discussion was accelerated due to the tragic death of Nicole
Morey in June of 2024. Nicole was killed by her dogs, including an XL
bully dog on her return home from celebrating her 23rd birthday. 

UNLEASHING THE TRUTH
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT XL
BULLY DOGS AND IRISH DOG LAWS..

We all love our furry friends, but rising reports of
dogs turning on their owners are raising alarms.
It's time for change! Let’s dive into the new Irish
laws aimed at regulating dangerous dogs…



 Owning a dog...

Your dog cannot be a nuisance to others 
You must follow the rules about where dogs are welcome 
Your dog should be kept on a lead in public places. 

We sometimes forget that owning a dog is a big
commitment! If it is your dog, it is YOUR responsibility. You
must have a dog license and get your dog microchipped!

what is an xl bully?
The XL Bully, or American Bully XL, is a
muscular breed known for its loyalty and
protective nature. 

However, its strength has raised concerns
about aggressive behavior, sparking calls for
stricter regulations.



The following breeds are specifically mentioned in
Irish legislation as being considered dangerous:

American Pit Bull Terrier
Japanese Tosa
Doberman Pinscher
Rottweiler
Bull Mastiff
German Shepherd
Akita
Staffordshire Bull Terrier

Though XL Bullies aren’t officially listed, their physical
resemblance to certain breeds puts them under
scrutiny. 

This means owners can face consequences for any
aggressive behaviour.

Dangerous Dogs list: 



the upcoming bans...

From the 1st of October 2024, it is
illegal to import, breed, rehome or
resell an XL bully Dog 

From 1st February 2025, it will be illegal
to own an XL Bully unless you have a
certificate of exemption 

A certificate of exemption is issued by the Local
Authority and allows the owner of an XL Bully to
keep that dog at a particular premises until the
natural end of the dogs life.

If you don’t have a Certificate of Exemption
for your XL Bully dog by the 1st of February
2025, your dog can be seized and put down.



breaking the rules...
If you break the rules of the XL Bully Dog
ban, you could be:

Fined up to €2,500

Imprisoned for up to 3 months

Both fined and imprisoned

Local authorities can create bye-laws to regulate dog
control in their area.

If you receive an on-the-spot fine, it's issued immediately.  You
have a limited time to pay; failure to do so may lead to
prosecution.


